Regional Dialogue Submissions

Middle East & North Africa Regional Consultation

27-29 July 2011

1 Tunisia Tunisia AIDS Association
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Activities Targets Indicators Budget
hiring a consultant and 1 month 2 2000USD
research assistant
workshop presentation 1 month A workshop involving 1500USD
of work actors to fight 20 different makers of
against AIDS actor and human rights
NGOs working in the
legislative
realization of focus 1 month 5 focus group (10 800USD
group people per focus)
costs of running 1 month 500USD
actions
Transportation 1 month travel (meeting of 200USD
policy makers)
Total 5000USD
2 France Sida Info Service

Présentation de I’association Sida Info Service (France)

Sida Info Service, association de loi 1901, assure depuis 1990 le fonctionnement de plusieurs dispositifs de
téléphonie sociale, dont principalement le 0 800 840 800, numéro vert en charge d’informer, d’orienter,
d’écouter et de soutenir les personnes touchées ou préoccupées par le vih/sida et plus largement la santé
sexuelle. Durant ces quinze derniéres années, |'épidémie du sida en France a connu des transformations en se
déplagant vers de nouveaux groupes de population sans pour autant réduire son importance dans les premiers
groupes infectés, par ailleurs, ses thématiques sont devenues plus complexes.

Dés lors, il est apparu nécessaire de développer en paralléle du numéro vert, des dispositifs spécifiques : Sida
Info Droit (1993) ; Vih Info Soignants (1996) ; Ligne Azur, (1997), Hépatites Info Service (1999). SIS a également
développer ses activités internet avec + de 10 millions de pages visitées en 2010 ; sans parler des nombreux
forums animés et réponses aux emails regus.

Sida Info Service développe depuis plus de 10 ans des actions de coopération internationale, au début a travers
la coordination du réseau ENAH (European Network of Aids Helplines), regroupant les dispositifs téléphoniques



européens de lutte contre le sida. Ensuite avec les pays du Sud pour I'aide a la création ou au renforcement de
dispositifs de RAD.

Plus récemment, SIS a mis en place un centre de santé sexuelle a Paris, afin d’expérimenter une nouvelle
réponse aux enjeux du VIH/sida chez les gays. Il s’agit de regrouper, dans une unité de lieu, d’équipe et de
temps, une offre de prévention, de dépistage et de traitement de I'infection par le VIH et les IST, adaptée. Cette
expérience a d’emblée séduit une ONG importante du Maroc. De méme que SIS, sous I'égide de ONUSIDA est
co-fondateur de SIS Afrique, basée a Dakar et qui regroupe 8 pays partenaires d’Afrique de I'Ouest et du Centre.
SIS Afrique a pour mission de favoriser les bonnes pratiques pour I’établissement et le fonctionnement de
dispositifs nationaux de RAD s’appuyant essentiellement sur I'utilisation des téléphones portables et internet la
sous - région.

Les activités de SIS dans la région MENA pourrait bénéficier de facto des réflexions sur les pratiques d’écoute et
des échanges a travers ses nombreux partenariats a I'international. .

Proposition de Sida Info service pour I’appel a soumission

Réfléchir a de nouvelles stratégies pour lutter efficacement contre le vih/sida devient impératif. Il est également
urgent de mettre en place des mesures contrant les effets pervers de la pénalisation de la transmission du VIH
en termes de prévention et de prise en charge. D’autant que cette pénalisation vient renforcer la Iégislation
répressive existante contre les Hommes ayant des rapports Sexuels avec d’autres Hommes (HSH) notamment
dans la région MENA. Les chiffres épidémiologiques montrent que les HSH représentent un groupe hautement
vulnérable dont la stigmatisation sociale, religieuse et politique se traduit également par une stigmatisation
sanitaire contribuant ainsi a une fragilisation systématique. L'imposition d’'une prescription et d’une répression
est tangible. Toutefois, comme le rappelle Miche SIDIBE, directeur exécutif de ONUSIDA, en 2011, il est essentiel
« de donner la voix au sans voix » et donc d’utiliser les moyens technologiques modernes pour créer des
espaces protégés de prises de parole et de reconnaissance des situations individuelles des HSH, c’est pourquoi
Sida Info Service (SIS) depuis 10 ans met en place des partenariats bilatéraux et multilatéraux afin d’utiliser les
Nouvelles Technologies de I'Information et de la Communication (NTIC) dans un soucis d’accés universel a
I'information et a la prévention dans le respect de la dignité humaine.

On se souvient de la polémique qui a suivi le refus par 11 pays arabes (lors de la Session extraordinaire de
I’Assemblée générale des nations unies tenue a New York, du 25 au 27 juin 2001) , d’accueillir Karyn Kaplan,
représentant alors la Commission internationale des droits de ’homme des gays et lesbiennes (IGLHRC) a une
table ronde sur le theme du sida et des droits de ’homme.

10 ans aprés, ces mémes pays maintiennent une position dogmatique. La question de 'homosexualité reste vive
et constitue un point de divergence parfois fondamental au sein méme de ces sociétés; alors que I'incidence de
la prévalence reste élevée parmiles HSH. Certains gouvernements qui semblent adoptés une position
pragmatique sur la question du sida le sont moins sur la question de I'orientation sexuelle. Car officiellement,
I’'homosexualité dans la plupart des pays arabo musulmans n’existe pas et que paradoxalement lorsqu’elle y est
débusqué elle y est automatiquement réprimée. Les relations sexuelles entre personnes de méme sexe sont
ainsi séverement condamnées par la législation (allant jusqu’a la peine de mort), par la religion (I'islam reste
religion d’Etat dans la plupart de ces pays) et par la société de maniéere générale.

Ainsi, des actions de lutte contre le sida sont menées par des ONG locales comme internationales. Elles ciblent
en particulier les groupes hautement vulnérables dont les HSH. Il est important que des initiatives comme celles
initiées par « The global Commission on HIV and the Law » puissent avoir lieu. Ces rencontres permettent de
désenclaver les associations ou les groupes informelles qui travaillent sur ces questions HSH en permettant
I’établissement de liens et d’inscription dans des réseaux transnationaux.



La contribution des personnes et des groupes hautement vulnérables a la réponse contre le VIH/sida au niveau
national, régional et international est une des clés a la réussite des programmes. Le mot d’ordre lancé par
ONUSIDA en 2011, « ZERO discrimination, ZERO nouvelle infection, ZERO mort du sida » doit se traduire par
I'inclusion et I'aménagement d’un espace reconnu et protégé des groupes et des personnes HSH dans les
différents dispositifs de lutte contre I'épidémie. Aucune politique de santé publique ne peut prétendre a la
réussite sans l'inclusion de I’ensemble des populations que constituent la société en général et qu’elle cible en
particulier.

Pour SIS, I'enjeu est de promouvoir I'inscription des NTIC comme un moyen moderne, neutre et efficient d’acces
a une information et une prévention individualisée, adaptée et basée sur le non jugement.

Le champ d’activités des actions internationales de SIS a pour fondement I'aide a la mise en place ou au
renforcement de dispositifs de Relation d’Aide a Distance (RAD) promouvant I'information, le soutien et
I'orientation sur le VIH/sida et les IST par téléphone (numéro vert) et par Internet.

Aujourd’hui le progres technologique des pays en développement entraine une universalisation a I'acces et de
I'usage du téléphone portable, et plus récemment de I'outil Internet. La couverture réseau des opérateurs de
portables dans les pays est souvent d’une grande qualité en méme temps que tres étendue voire totalement
compléte sur les territoires.

Le téléphone mobile représente un outil central d’information, de prévention et d’orientation, car c’est un objet
individuel.

Le dispositif d’écoute a une fonction centrale dans le renforcement et I'extension de la réponse nationale dans
la lutte contre le VIH/sida permettant :

- de réduire les inégalités d’accés a l'information ;

- d’harmoniser les informations sur le VIH/sida et IST ;

- de mettre a disposition des appelants un annuaire de ressources disponibles ;

- de favoriser la réduction des inégalités d’accés a la prise en charge sanitaire ;

- de lutter contre la stigmatisation, la discrimination et I’exclusion des personnes vivant avec le VIH/sida ;

- delibérer la parole autour des thématiques en rapport avec I'intimité et le sexe ;

- de constituer par des outils informatisés un Observatoire de la pandémie du VIH/sida ;

- de renforcer les associations communautaires pour qu’elles agissent dans la construction des sociétés
civiles ;

- et de contribuer a la réduction de I'incidence du VIH/sida aupreés des populations cibles dont les HSH.

SIS a promu et soutenu des actions en faveur des principales ONG nationales du Maroc, de la Tunisie et du
Liban.

Le site internet de Sida Info Service est trés fortement sollicité (de méme que son numéro vert 0 800 840 800
grace aux numéros traduits permettant I'acces depuis I’étranger) par la communauté francophone maghrébine
et moyen orientale (dans I'ordre d’'importance des connexions nous avons le Maroc, I’Algérie et la Tunisie) ; ce
qui nous permet de recueillir des questions et des témoignages du vécu des personnes concernées.

AID Organization (Integrated Development for PLHIV

3 Yemen .
Association)

| am an AIDS carrier and have encountered numerous problems in the application of the laws in place to protect

AIDS carriers, from amongst these problems:



1. A bill regarding AIDS carriers was passed in Yemen, and | was the sole AIDS carrier present in the discussion of
the draft bill as assigned by the association. The Yemini parliament and president passed the bill but as a result
of the negligence of the bodies responsible for applying it, but thus far nothing has come of the bill. This violates
the rights of AIDS carriers in Yemen to treatment from the illness, work opportunities and a normal life like any
other citizen.

2. There is a lack of co-operation from private and public hospitals in dealing with AIDS carriers. They either
refuse to treat them or ask for large sums of money in return for treatment, especially female carriers of the
AIDS virus post-childbirth.

3. The lack of response from the public sector in hiring carriers of the disease.

4. Misunderstandings amongst people regarding the ways in which the disease is transferred and protection
from it. These misunderstandings stem from the media, religious scholars and general society.

4 Yemen Individual
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RED VIHLEK!: A leading project against the exclusion of homosexuals from AIDS prevention

Year after year, we face a bitter reality that can leave nobody feeling optimistic: the latest statistics show that
AIDS/HIV infections in Morocco have been steadily growing among male homosexuals. This is mainly due to the
marginalization and isolation of Moroccan homosexuals due to social rejection and laws criminalizing
homosexuality. It is hard to change this reality without adopting a citizenship policy that does not criminalize
individuals based on their sexual orientation, but integrates them into society. It is important to continue
spreading awareness among all segments of society. Every minute should be dedicated to hard work; either by
the state, civil societies or citizens themselves, to prevent more people from falling victim to this deadly virus.
Efforts should not just be focused on distributing educational booklets, but we should also be offering health
advice and legal support to infected individuals.

Kifkif was founded in late 2005 by a group of Moroccan lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgenders, who united
to fight discrimination and stigma based on sexual orientation. The project was an attempt to integrate their
sexual identity, their civilization’s foundations and their Moroccan identity. From the outset, the group has
worked on boosting self-esteem, offering information, rectifying definitions and creating a safe environment for
participation and interaction among this group, which has been left marginalized and isolated by the “official”
Moroccan society.

In 2007, the group launched a project to offer advice and information on sexual health under the title “RED
VIHLEK.”

The project, with strict confidentiality, offers information over the phone (every Tuesday from 18:00 to 21:00)
through chat rooms at the widely-known Moroccan homosexuals’ website “GAYMAROC.NET” and online dating
services. Since its launch the project has received more than 90 phone calls and nearly 350 inquiries have been
responded to.

The service is run by a group of volunteers with a background in social work.

To learn more about kifkif and RED VIHLEK, please visit: www.kifkifgroup.org

6 Algeria Abu Nawas Algeria

Contribution de Abu Nawas, a la commission VIH et loi,
Forces

- Les HSH sont identifiés comme population vulnérable, clairement formulé dans le PNS 2008-2012.

- Les HSH furent impliqués dans I’élaboration de ces stratégies lors de la planification du cadre stratégique
nationale ainsi que lors de la validation du PNS.

- Les HSH ont mené ces projets, dans des postes tels que coordinateur de Projet ainsi que Educateur pairs sur
le terrain,

- HSH 1-APCS/Alliance

- HSH 2-AIDS Algérie

- HSH 3-APCS/Alliance

Faiblesses

1. l'application des politiques nationales sur le terrain demeure un défi, pour plusieurs acteurs par manque
d'engagement des différentes parties prenantes (gouvernement, société civil, professionnels de santé...)



2. Les HSH sont instrumentalisés, stigmatisés et marginalisé par les ONGs.
3. Les actions de plaidoyer prévu dans les différents projets n’ont pas été menées.
4. La loi pénalise I’homosexualité :

Les articles de loi ci-dessous pénalisent les pratiques homosexuelles, les HSH sont victime de descentes policiere
et d'arrestations injustifié, mais cela demeure relatif a la catégorie de HSH, lieu, temps et appréciation des
policiers.

Généralement I'homophobie pousse ces policiers a user de leur pouvoir, ils precedent aux arrestations
arbitraires en vue d'appliquer l'art. 347 et/ou I’art 333 bis sans fondement et souvent des préservatifs trouvé
chez les HSH arrétés sont confisqué, scellé et présenté au juge comme preuves d'inculpation.

Toutes ces arrestations constituent des barrage et freinent pour la réponse nationale, spécifiquement celle
ciblant les populations vulnérables tels que les HSH et les TS, les condamnations prononcés contre les HSH
justifié par la possession de préservatifs, ne motivent pas les HSH pour continué a recevoir des services tels que
la distribution du matériel de prévention (préservatif) qui sera utilisé comme preuves a I'appui contre eux.

Art. 333 - (loi n° 82-04 du 13 février 1982) Toute personne qui a commis un outrage public a la pudeur est punie
d’un emprisonnement de deux mois a deux ans et d’'une amende de 500 a 2000 DA. Lorsque I'outrage public a
la pudeur a consisté en un acte contre nature avec individu du méme sexe, la peine est un emprisonnement de
six mois a trios ans et d’une amende de 1000 a 10000 DA.

Art. 333 bis - (ordonnance n° 69-74 du 16 septembre 1969 et loi n° 82-04 du 13 février 1982) Est puni d’un
emprisonnement de 2 mois a deux ans et d’une amende de 500 a 2000 DA quiconque aura fabriqué, détenu,
importé ou fait importer en vue de faire commerce, distribution, location, affichage ou exposition, exposé ou
tenté d’exposer aux regards du public, vendu ou tenté de vendre, distribué ou tenté de distribuer, tous
imprimés, écrits, dessins, affiches, graveurs, peintures, photographies, clichés, matrices, ou reproductions, tous
objets contraires a la décence.

Art. 338 - Tout coupable d’un acte d’homosexualité est puni d’'un emprisonnement de deux mois a deux ans et
d’'une amende de 500 a 2000 DA. Si I'un des auteurs est mineur de dix-huit ans, |la peine a I'égard du majeur
peut étre élevée jusqu’a trois ans d’emprisonnement et 10.000DA d’amende.

Art. 347- (ordonnance n° 82-04 du 13 février 1975) Est puni d’'un emprisonnement de 6 mois a 2 ans et d’'une
amende de 1000 a 20.000DA quiconque, par gestes, paroles, écrits ou par tous autres moyens procede
publiqguement au racolage de personnes de I'un ou de I'autre sexe en vue de les provoquer a la débauche.

La tentative est punie des mémes peines que I'infraction consommeée.

5. Les lois actuelles en Algérie ne permettent pas la constitution Iégale d’une association communautaire de
type HSH ou TS et méme LGBT.

Loi relative aux associations -La loi N° 90-31 du 04 -12-1990

Art.5.-

Est nulle de plein droit, I'association :

- Fondée sur un objet contraire au systeme institutionnel, établi, al’ordre public, aux bonnes moeurs ou aux
lois et réglements en vigueur,

- Dont des membres fondateurs ne remplissent pas les conditions fixes a I'article 4 de la présente loi.

Art.35.-
La dissolution de 'association par voie judiciaire peut intervenir a la demande de 'autorité publique ou sur
plainte de tiers, lorsque I'association exerce des activités qui contreviennent aux lois en vigueur ou autres que



celles prévues dans ses statuts.

Art.45.-

Quiconque dirige, administre ou active au sein d’une association non agréée, suspendue ou dissoute ou favorise
la réunion des membres d’une association non agréée, suspendue ou dissoute est puni d’une peine
d’emprisonnement de trois mois a deux ans et d’'une amende de 50.000 DA a 100.000 DA ou de I'une de ces
deux peines seulement.

7 Tunisia Individual
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Association de lute contre le sida (ALCS) / CSAT MENA -

8 Morocco Marrakech

Forgotten citizens in Morocco, forbidden epidemic

Morocco has been implementing a repressive law regarding drug use and drug users since 1974. This legal
setting leads to a broader harsh social economic and juridical life setting for drug users beyond the legal
barriers. Most of them who faced problems with law enforcement agents are sent in custody without any
remanding. Health facilities and families reluctance to take care of those people in need increase the global
level of discrimination. As a consequence drug users build a self-representation where they consider they have
no rights and their environment is threatening. Such attitude leads to mistrust in social and care services.

This picture has to be replaced in a rising concern regarding HIV/AIDS in Morocco. Some studies outline that
prevalence rate among injecting drug users in North provinces ranges between 7% and 35%. Those figures state
clearly that Moroccan HIV epidemic pattern is changing. Stakeholders have to up date their strategies to
address this challenge. This move is already on the tracks.

ALCS (Association de Lutte Contre le Sida) is the main HIV/AIDS NGO in Morocco and used to introduce relevant
services to mitigate and hinder HIV in the country. ALCS has decided to implement harm reduction strategy to
target drug users. But a quick assessment raised the strength of the legal issue regarding this most at risk group.
Progress in HIV responses are highly likely to be hampered by legal barriers unless a specific intervention is
designed.

Beside needles and syringes programs and outreach intervention ALCS has been implementing an advocacy
program in order to improve legal social and juridical environment of Moroccan drug users. This program made
able to gather a strong documentation on human right violations among drug users. A questionnaire was run
with 300 drug users met in 3 main North cities in the country (Tangiers, Tetouan, Nador). One single data
outlines the challenge: 255 out of 300 drug users have been sent in jail (85%); 57% of those who have been
incarcerated were sentenced on behalf of drug offences. Imprisonment rate is much higher that in general
population and directly associated to drug offences laws. Its worth to say that law increase drug users’
vulnerability to HIV in Morocco.

As a consequence of this assessment rising Moroccan harm reduction strategy should include right from the
beginning a legal and human right component. This experience could contribute to path the way of good
practices in MENA region regarding interventions targeting drug users. National and regional conferences will
be run by the end of year 2011 to share results and practices and to raise awareness that improve HIV
responses regarding drug users has to address key legal barriers.

9 Lebanon Arab Foundation for Freedoms and Equality (AFE)
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Background

Countries across the Middle East/North Africa (MENA) feature some of the most oppressive laws against sexual
minorities; all but one Arab state in the MENA region has a law criminalizing same-sex acts, and of the seven
countries worldwide that punish homosexuality by death, over half are found in the Middle East." The MENA
region also has the lowest level of information and reporting about MSM and prevention according to the
UNAIDS report.

2005
o’

¢
’ (n=31) (n=83)

The maps above show the number of countries reporting on MSM prevention activities; lack of reporting in the
MENA region is obvious.

In 2009, the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Bank and UNAIDS published a case study highlighting
the impact Helem (the first lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender [LGBT] organization in the MENA region) has on
HIV prevention and care in Lebanon.” The case study outlines that, when Helem first initiated its HIV prevention
and care program, only about one-third of beneficiaries had ever been tested for HIV; the main reason for not
being tested for HIV was their perception of the absence of confidentiality during the HIV testing procedure.
This case study along with other studies showed the need for a strong civil society to respond to the significant
rights and protections needs of sexual minority populations across MENA;

Based on these needs, The Arab Foundation for Freedom and Equality grew out of a series of conversations
between activists in the region. The founders in dialogue with activists in Lebanon and the region at large
identified the need to meet the growing number of individuals interested in working on bodily and sexual rights
and gender-equality in the region.

While working regionally, it was important for AFE to identify specific challenges in each country which may vary
significantly across the region. Because of this, AFE conducted needs assessments and capacity assessments
that are specific to the coutries in which AFE has established contact with activists on the ground.

AFE is working intensively with a diverse range of activists who are using different approaches to work on sexual
rights and bodily rights, some of which work within organizations that have HIV/AIDS program. The diversity of
this network helped AFE get an overview, not only about the situation of HIV/AIDS in the region, but also laws
that control sexuality.

Regional overview

The MENA region has a relatively low prevalence rate for HIV/AIDS, yet the prevalence rates are increasing and
can still increase drastically if efforts to address HIV/AIDS are not enhanced, especially within most vulnerable
communities. UNAIDS and WHO 2009 AIDS epidemiology report states that “epidemics in the Middle East and

! Same-sex acts are punishable by death in Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
> World Health Organization, et. al. Helem: A Case Study of the First Legal, Above-Ground LGBT Organization in the MENA Region. World Health
Organization. October 21, 2008.
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North Africa are typically concentrated among injecting drug users, men who have sex with men, and sex
workers and their clients.”?

Despite being of the most vulnerable communities, MSM is not addressed in National reports in most of the
MENA Region, nor are there concrete plans within the National AIDS programs to do so. The idea of men having
sexual relationships with other men is still considered a cultural taboo in the MENA region, and in many
countries a criminal act. As such, little or no data is available from epidemiological surveys on men who have sex
with men.There is growing evidence that some countries in the region have awakened to the epidemic’s inroads
among men who have sex with men, service coverage estimates for this population are limited.

The very few studies around MSM in Helped identifying gaps on three different levels: Services, social and
governmental level.

Services:
- Poor access to lubricant

- Absence of services and prevention programmes for MSM

- Difficulty to reach MSM who are outside the big cities or urban centers

- Lack of information concerning sexuality and sexual orientation

- Absence of safe spaces for MSM individuals to feel relaxed and protected.

Social:
- Difficulty with the families of the MSM: MSM individuals are often faced with discrimination and rejection

from their families, especially when their HIV/AIDS status is revealed or when their sexual
orientation/practices are revealed. At the same time, the presence of sodomy laws makes MSM individuals
'criminals' and causes them to go into hiding

- Discrimination, stigmatization, and homophobia towards these groups making it difficult to link
stakeholders with this population group

- Violence (psychological and physical) and family

- Multiple levels of discriminations especially if their HIV/AIDS status is revealed. MSM individuals would face
both psychological and physical abuse from their families, sometimes also friends, and from the population
at large

- Alcohol and drugs abuse.

Governmental level:

- Different legislation and terminology on the topic of sexual relations and sexual behaviour in the Arab
countries means there isn't a uniform approach to homosexuality. So even if there is an absence of laws
explicitly criminalizing homosexuality the interpretations and implementations of these laws do penalize
and criminalize same sex actsdespite the term “homosexual” or “sodomy” not being used in most of the
legislation (e.g. general mornality laws and prostitution laws). More specifically:

o we find six of 18 legislation codes talk about criminalizing homosexual acts in the criminal law/
penal code, and use the terms “liwat” and “souhaq”, as in Algeria, Tunisia and Somalia.

o Insome of the Emirates of the UAE and Kuwait some of the legislations that talk about “liwat” but
not “suhaqg”.

o Four out of 18 legislations in Lebanon, Syria, Bahrain and Morrocco use the “contrary of nature” law
to criminalize same sex acts.

o Asfor the rest of the countries, they do not criminalize neither implicitly nor explicitly same sex acts
but use laws that address public morality, such as in Jordan or prostitution such as in Egypt.

o There are also four countries that use Islamic Shariia to criminalize the act such as Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, Mauritania and Sudan.

3 2009 AIDS Epidemiology update. UNAIDS & WHO
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o Asfor Palestine and Iraqg, the lack of security and stability creates a situation of ambiguity as to the
status of sexual and bodily rights and freedoms from a governance perspective. However, the
situation in both is of deeply hompohobic societies. and the partition resolution and the large
number of sources and militias things are not clear concerning rights and freedoms.

- MSM and sexual minorities in general are not included in the strategic planning of the national aids program
- MSM and sexual minorities are victims of police abuse and in many cases the possession of a condom could
be used as a proof to criminalize sexual minorities.

Few initiatives have been taken place on a regional level to address the issues of vulnerable populations:
1- Regional projects supported by International Alliance Against HIV/AIDS encouraging exchange between
HIV/AIDS NGOs in Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia and Lebanon. They have published national Participatory
Community Assessment (PCA)

2- Two regional meetings were organized for LGBT activists in 2010 in which needs and problems of the
LGBT community (including MSM) were addressed but no reports were published

3- UNDP organized three meetings with religious leaders, social workers, legislators and activists/NGO
workers addressing the issue of most at risk populations and AIDS in the last two years, the report will
not be made public for “security reasons”

Controlling sexualities

While the focus on many HIV/AIDS programs in the region define vulnerable groups in the MENA region as:
MSM, drug users and female sex workers. This definition excludes sexually active women and youth.Sexually
active women and youth face equal legal persecution and social stigma as MSM and sometimes higher,
especially that in most of the MENA countries, women are socially and economically depend on their families. In
a recent report, MARSA a sexual health clinic in Beirut, reported that the number of heterosexual women using
their services is increasing; these clients said that they would never use a mainstream health center, fearing
judgment and discrimination. With access to health care and information that is free, comprehensive and
inclusive in a confidential environment preventative care and early detection will be increased thus reducing
harm.

Conclusion

Clearly a lot of work needs to be done on vulnerable populations and HIV related stigma, however, additional,
rigorous data is needed to identify the exact mechanisms in greater detail that help reduce stigma and
discrimination and facilitate access to services for all people with alternative sexualities.

These could then be applied through in depth behavior studies, outreach work, and needs assessments that will
help regional actors understand different levels and forms of stigma and discrimination and consequently, find
ways to counteract them.

Studies should not be limited to laws mentioning specifically the vulnerable population as defined in the region

(MSM, IVDUs and sex workers), rather they should address all laws controlling sexuality from public morality
laws, censorship, travel restrictions and gender identity laws.

10 Mauritania Individual
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16 Middle East Friends of Life

After 30 years of the epidemic and slogans of confidentiality, privacy, fighting stigma and discrimination, and
ensuring the bases of human rights, after all of these efforts, that once we have said moved mountains, me, as a
person living with HIV must fill in this form in fever hospital here in Alexandria, Egypt.

| have and must mention how and where | have been infected by HIV/AIDS, | have and must tell Mr. Investigator
either | have a sexual affair with the same gender- being MSM- or with another gender! And if this sexual affair
is for money- commercial sex- or not! Or if | have been infected by injecting drug

What a misery! What a catastrophe!

Not only to tell how and where | got infected, but also the form must be applied with all of my real personal
data such as, name, age, address, and phone number.

How then we are talking about privacies and respecting my humanity!
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Sorry, that is totally unacceptable!

Note: Everyone who is living with HIV must fill in this form while going to the fever hospital to have CD4 test

When | have asked a responsible working at NAP, he became astonished and answered" | have no idea about

that form!" So, who is then the responsible? And who is aware about that? But he justified this form admitting

that it is only an Epidemiological study for a positive HIV person.

epidemiological study or a personal study for a positive HIV person?

If it is an epidemiological study, what is the use of disclosing my personal data?

Health affairs directorate in Alexandria

Prevention services

Personal data:

Epidemiological study for a positive HIV person

Hereby_the question is, is this an

()

centers: ()

Name: Age: Date of birth:
Nationality: Gender: male ( ) position:
female ( )
Phone number: Marital status: married( ) single ( ) divorced ( ) widow ( )
Wife's data — if existed Name: Age:
Is she pregnant? vyes( ) Number of children: ( ) Their ages:
no( ) Idonotknow( )
Address: home number ( ) street: city: governorate:
The address in details:
Where had he been Hospital: () Clinic: ()
diagnosed?
Blood bank: ( ) VCT () STls clinic: ()
TB clinic: () IDUs rehabilitation center: Mothers and kids care

Referred from foreign
country ()

Others:

Modes of transmission :

Sexual affairs: ()

With the same gender-

MSM: ()

With another gender: ()

Commercial sex: ()

Sex with infected partner:

( )

By blood: ( )

By injecting drug: ()

Blood transfusion: (

)

Occupational or professional
exposure: ( )

Mother to child: ( )

Others:

Notes :

Clinical symptoms:

No symptoms: ( )

Enlarged lymph nodes: (

)

Weight lose: ()

Lessthan 10% ( )

More than 10% (

)

Repeated respiratory
infections:

Herpes: ( )

Repeated mouth infections:

()

Nail fungi: (

)

Continuous diarrhea more
than month: ()

Continuous fever more than month: ()

Candia fungal blood: ( )

Sever bacterial infection: (Pneumonia, meningitis) (

)

TB:( )

Anemia:( )

‘ Weakness: (

)
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Pneumonia Caribbean: ( )

Sever herpes infection:

(

)

Kaposi sarcoma: (

)

Cervical cancer: ()

‘ Salmonella :(

)

Others:

Notes:

Date of study:

/

/201

signature of investigator:
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